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A CONFIDENT FAITH FOR CONTROVERSIAL TIMES

16. “Signed, Sealed and Delivered…in Blood!”

Scripture: Hebrews 9:15 - 28
Theme:  “Christ’s one time sacrifice frees believers from God’s judgment to live confidently and joyously!”
Introduction

Have you made out a “Last will and testament” for yourself? We all know (by now) the statistics: “One out of one persons dies!”

What is the purpose for making out a will (or living trust)? The reason you need a will is so that all your physical assets will be distributed according to your will and desires. Even if you don’t have a will, be assured that all your assets will be distributed – but not according to your wishes, instead according to the State of California. Therefore, it is important that you specify who are your heirs and specify the distribution of your assets.

In this section, of chapter nine our writer spells out specific details of how Christians, who are “heirs of God and joint heirs with Christ” (Rom. 8:17), actually receive a spiritual inheritance. Once again, this may sound some what technical, but- if we are to have confidence in our Christian Faith – we need to understand why Christ’s priesthood and sacrifice is the only way that sinful people can come into the presence of a holy God.

Before we launch into our study, we need to be aware of some potential difficulties with the passage. The Greek word for “will” in vss. 16 – 17 is translated as “covenant” every where else in the chapter. In our modern local terminology a covenant is not normally the same thing a will. A covenant is made normally by two parties. These two would come to an agreement, call it a covenant, an animal sacrifice occurred and the shed blood ratified the covenant. In contrast, a will is drawn up by one individual – the testator. It remained inoperative until he died. Only upon his death can the terms of the will be enacted.

In this section, the writer is showing that the covenant God made with Israel included God’s laws and conditions that Israel agreed to keep but they failed miserably. (Ex. 24:7; Acts 15:10). As a result, Israel forfeited all her blessings. But in this section, the writer shows that the nature of the New Covenant enacted by Christ can be regarded both as a covenant and as a will. God as the Testator makes an inheritance available to His heirs activated by the death of Christ. Like an ordinary will, the Testator would have to die in order for it to come into force. In the same way when, God the Son died, the Holy Spirit distributed to the heirs and joint heirs with Christ all the promises of the inheritance.  
I. Christ’s Death Activates His Testament (Heb. 9:15 – 20).
1. “For this reason…” to what is the writer referring? (Heb. 9:14)
2. What is the Christian’s “promised inheritance? (9:15; 8:10 – 12)

· How is Christ’s mediation like a “ransom?” (Rev 12:10) who are the hostages?

· What is the hostage price? (Heb. 9:14; Rom. 3:25)

3. What about those who lived and died before Christ: Is their sin covered by this ransom? (Rom. 3:24 – 25)

4. How is Christ’s death like a “will” made good? (vv. 16 – 18).

· What part did blood play under the law? (Ex. 24:6 – 8; Lev. 17:11).

5. How did Moses enact the covenant of God with the people? 
(vs. 19 – 20; Ex. 19:3 – 8; 24:5 – 7).
· What happened shortly after this covenant was ratified? (Ex. 32:7 – 8; Deut. 27:26)

· What then was God’s purpose for the law even though the people were not able to keep it? (Gal. 3:19 – 25)

II. Christ’s Blood Assures God’s Forgiveness (Heb 9:21 – 26)

1. Not only did Moses sprinkle blood on the people, where else was it sprinkled and for what purpose? (Heb. 9:21 – 22; Lev. 16:15 – 19).

· What do these rituals tell you about the character of God and the character of people? (Lev. 11:44 – 45)

· What must happen in order for sins to be forgiven? (9:22; Lev. 17:11)

· How ought we to cleanse our lives to reflect that God only dwells in holy places?

2. What are the “copies” the writer is referring to in this next analogy? 
(9:23 – 24)

· What then is the real thing?

3. What makes that reality “better” than the copy or the one sacrifice of Christ better than the many made by Israel’s priests? (9:24 – 26)

· How does the statements in 9:26 and 10:14 challenge the Roman Catholic Church’s explanation of “the mass?”

4. What gives you confidence and assurance that God has forgiven your sins?

III. Christ’s Substitution Annuls Our Condemnation (Heb. 9:27 – 28)

1. What emphatic statement does the writer make in 9:27?

· What two certainties are emphasized here? (How does this challenge the religious belief in reincarnation?)

2. What is the point made here by contrasting the death of all men and the death of Christ? (9:27 – 28)

· How will Christ’s second coming differ from His first?

· How should it change the way we live knowing that we all will be judged? (Rom 8:1; Cor. 5:10)

3. For whose sins did Christ die on the cross? 
      (9:28; Jn. 3:16 – 18, 36; 6:44; 8:24; 10:11, 14)
Application

Since Christ has done all those fantastic things for you, how will you become more consistent in your commitment to Him?

